Detection and management of foreign bodies in soft tissue.
The discovery and management of foreign bodies in soft tissue are challenging problems for emergency physicians. History, physical examination, and thorough wound exploration serve as the screening test for the presence of foreign bodies. Various radiographic studies can be performed to confirm the diagnosis, to identify the object's composition and shape, and to determine its approximate location in the tissues. Once the object is discovered, the clinician must weigh the potential harm of the foreign body in its current location against the risks of attempting removal.